SENT BV: HOWISON, & ARNO; 972 479 0464 ; MAR -4 -04 6:39; PAGE 4 

2 

Amendmente to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for distributing software, comprising the steps of: 
providing a television broadcast distribution system having one or more broadcast 
channels for broadcasting analog and digital television information to a receiver of a user, 

designating select ones of the one or more broadcast channels for the transmission of one 
or more discrete software data streams: 
J transmitting the ome or more discrete software data streams over the select ones of the 

one or more broadcast channek at a scheduled time, each of the one or more discrete software data 
streams having a unique ID associated therewith, which unique ID for each of the one or more discrete 
software streams is associated therewith by an associated software vendor and each of the unique IDs 
10 is unique to a user; 

the user associating with a monitoring inter&ce of the user that is connected to the 
receiver the unique ID associated with that us^ and a desired one of the one or more discrete software 
streams; 

selecting, in the monitoring interface associated with the user, selected ones of the <me 
15 or more discrete software data streams according to the respective unique [pDS]] !]p*s for download via 
the receiver; 

downloading the selected one or more discrete software data streams to a user storage 
device during the scheduled time for use by the user, the user storage device connected to the receiver 
through said monitoring interface; and 
20 deleting the unique ID from the monitoring interface for each of the one <w more discrete 

software data streams downloaded after downloading thereof . 
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2 . (Original) : The m^ithod of Claim I , wherein thfe television broadcast distribution system 
is a cable television broadcast system. 

3 . (Original): The method of Claim 1, forth^ comprising an error checking step during the 
step of downloading such that the one or more software data streams which are downloaded are checked 
for errors during the download pt^ocess. 

4- (Original): The method of Claim 3, wherein the receiver automatically re-selects for 
download, and downloads, the one or more software data streams which fail the step of error checking. 

5. (Original): The meftod of Claim 1 , wherein tie step of broadcasting broadcasts the one 
vy or more software data streams repetitively during a specific period of time. 

6. (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of broadcasting broadcasts the one 
or more software data streams once during a specific time peri<>d. 

7. (Original): The method of Claim 1 , further comprising a step of accounting which logs 
the unique IDs of the one or more software data streams which were downloaded with an accorating 
device, and transmits the unique Ii>s to a provider of the one or more software data streams using the 
accounting device* 

8 . (Original): The method of Claim wherein the accounting device interfaces to a public- 
switched telephone networic, and transmits the unique IDs over the public-switched telq^hone network 
to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 

9. (Original): The method of Claim 7, wherein the accounting device interfaces to a packet- 
switched global communication network, and transmits the unique IDs over the global conmiunication 
network to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 
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1 0. (Original): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of selecting further coinprises the 
step of programming the receiver with time, channel, and the unique ID information. 

11. (Original); The method of Claim 1, wherein the one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are broadcast on a first channel, and one or more software updates 
which are broadcast on a second channeL 

N^\s^ 12. (Original); The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of downloading downloads the 

selects ones of the one or more software data streams directly to a user computer over a comxinimcation 
link existing between the receiver and the user computer. 

1 3 . (Original): The method of Claim 1 2, wherein the commimication link is a universal serial 

bus. 

14. (Original): The method of Claim 12, wherein the communication link is a 
high-performance serial bus. 

15. (Original): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the television broadcast distribution system 
is a digital television broadcast system. 
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1 6* (Currently Amended): A system for distributing software, comprising; 

a televisioti broadcast distribution system having one or more broadcast channels for 
broadcasting analog and digital tieleviaion information to a receiver of a user, 

one or more discrete software data sti^ms designated for transmission on select ones of 
said one or more broadcast channels, which unique ID for each of the one or more discrete software 
streams Is associated therewith by an associated software vendor and each of the unique {[IDs]] gp'^ 
is unique to a user; and 

a user storage device associated with the user and connected to said receiver through a 
monitoring interface and said user storage device operable to store both one or more of the unique IP 's 
associated with the user prior to downloading of the one or more discrete software data streams and, 
after downloading thereof, for storing said doi;iniioadtd one or more discrete software data sitreams 
wherein each of said unique ID's stored in said user inter&ce stored there by the user, 

wherein said one or more discrete software data streams are transmitted over said select 
ones of said one or more broadcast channels at a scheduled time, each of said one or more discrete 
1 5 software data streams having associated Aerewitli the associated one of said unique [[IDsjj ISIs; and 
wherein said select ones of said one or moire discrete software data strciams are 
downloaded via said receiver to said monitoring interface for filtering said discrete software data 
streams according to said respective unique Ids, md wherein said unique ID for each of the one or more 
discrete software data streams downloaded deleted from the user storage device after downloading 
20 tiiereof, 

17. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said television broadcast distribution 
system is a cable television broadcast system. 

18. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said select ones of said orte or more 
software data streams are checked for errors when being downloaded. 

1 9. (Original): The system of Claim 18, wherein said receiver automatically re-selecte for 
download, and downloads, said one or more software data streams which fail the error checking process. 
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20. (Original): The system of Claim 1 6, wherem said one or more software data streflttis arc 
broadcast repetitively during a Speoific period of time. 

2K (Original): The system of Claim 16, where said one or more software data streams are 
broadcast once during a specific time period. 

22. (Original): The system of Claim 1 6, wherein an accounting device logs said imique IDs 
of said one or more software data streams which wete downloaded, and transmits said unique IDs to a 

iiovider of said one or more software data streams using said accounting device. 

23. (Original): The system of Claim 22, wherein said accounting device interfaces to a 
public-switched telephone networic, and transmits said unique IDs over said public-switched telephone 
network to said provider of said one or more software data streams. 

24. (Original): The system of Claim 22, wherein said accounting device intetfaces to a 
packet-switched global communication network, and transmits said unique IDs over said global 
communication network to said provider of said one or more software data streams. 

25 . (Original): The system of Claim 16^ wherein said receiver is programmed by inputting 
parameters which comprise time, channeU and said unique ID information. 

26. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are broadcast on a first channel , and one or more software updates 
which are broadcast on a second channel 
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27, (Originnl): The system of Claim 16> whereitt said select ones of said oiic or more 
software data streams are downloaded directly to a user con^uter over a corrunimication link cxi^ng 
between said receiver and said uiser computer. 

28. (Original): The system of Claim 27, wherein said communication link is a iiniversal 
serial bus, 

/-^ 29. (Original): The system of Claim 27, wherein said communication link is a high- 

performance serial bus. 

30. (Origmal): The system of Claim 16, wherein said television broadcast distribution 
system is a digital television broadcast system. 
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